To the Members of the California State Assembly:

I am signing Assembly Bill 433 because I believe it is important to provide food and
nutrition benefits to hungry families in our struggling economic times. In California,
there are currently more than 2 million people that are eligible for federal food stamp
benefits, but for many reasons, these individuals do not apply. This bill will help an
additional 32,000 households receive federal food stamp benefits, avoid hunger and
stimulate our economy through enhanced federal funds.

Food policy experts and the Department of Social Services have worked hard to design
this bill to provide the greatest number of families with benefits at the lowest possible
administrative cost. A $4.5 million investment will result in more than $110 million in
federal food stamp benefits for California families and an increase of more than $2.5
million in state tax revenues.

In signing this bill, I am mindful of our state’s ongoing fiscal challenges. Therefore, I
direct my Administration to fund this new program expansion with existing federal
reimbursements that have already been received for the Food Stamp Nutrition and
Education program. This will eliminate any potential General Fund impacts.

For these reasons, I am pleased to sign this bill.

Sincerely,

Arnold Schwarzenegger



